


Getting to Holywell Park

8 miles from East
Midlands Airport

Just 90 minutes from London
St. Pancras to Loughborough

One mile from Junction
23 on the M1. 
LE11 3GR
On-site parking
available

To tour the venue, click here. 

Stay on-site at the 4* Burleigh
Court Hotel, just a short 5-minute
walk from Holywell Park.

Accommodation is not included in
your ticket price. Details on how to
book accommodation can be
found in your confirmation email.

https://www.holywell-park.co.uk/virtual-showround/


DAY 1

JVA  ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Friday, 11 September, registration from 11.00am

11:30AM LUNCH & REGISTRATION

12.30pm Turing - Welcome

3:15pm - 4:45pm Workshops Session 1

7:00pm Pre-Dinner Welcome Drinks, sponsored by Chubb Insurance

Workshop 1: The Mobile Phone Photography Workshop for Valuers with Dimitri Zlatev  (All levels)     
Workshop 2: The Colour of Pearls: A Hands-On Identification Workshop with Sarah Senzer (All)
Workshop 3: Authentication in the balance - what you can learn from the heart of the watch with
Adrian Hailwood (All levels)
Workshop 4: A detailed introduction to antique jewellery from the Georgian era through to the Late
Victorian era with Andrew Lamputt (All levels)

1.45pm - 2.45pm Turing

Main Presentation by Kym Hughes
Trust in Jewellery Valuation - AI, Automation & Authentication:
Professional Judgement in an Age of Artificial Intelligence

12.45pm - 1.45pm Turing 
Main Presentation by Gareth Brown
The Synthetic Diamond Challenge: Fraud, Crime and Risk in the
UK pre-owned Jewellery Market

BURLEIGH COURT

5.00pm - 6.00pm Turing
Main Presentation by Charlotte Rose
Diamonds: What every valuer needs to know 



Workshop 1: Appraising synthetic and artificial materials with Pat Daly (All levels) 
Workshop 2: A detailed introduction to antique jewellery from the The Belle Epoque era through to
the Modern era with Andrew Lamputt (All levels) 
Workshop 3: The Colour of Pearls: A Hands-On Identification Workshop with Sarah Senzer (All levels)
Workshop 4: Stop Overthinking and Press Record: A practical social media workshop for jewellery
professionals with Dimitri Zlatev (All levels)
Workshop 5: Fancy colour diamonds with Charles Bexfield (Intermediate)
Workshop 6: Mourning Rings & their meanings/styles with Drew Llewelyn (All levels)

JVA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

DAY 2
Saturday, 12 September from 9.00am

2.45pm - 4.15pm Workshops Session 3

Workshop 1: Valuing Coloured Gemstones with Kitty Kimber (All levels)
Workshop 2: Going Solo - How to successfully set up your own valuation business with Karra Ellison (All
levels)
Workshop 3: Antique and Vintage Jewellery - What Period? Precious gems? Price? - A Practical
Handling Workshop with Sonia Butler & Patricia Law (All Levels)
Workshop 4: Manufacturing, Estimating and Production, a conversation with Mark Griffin (All levels)
Workshop 5: Get Hands-On with the new JTR Reveal 2S Diamond Detecter with Matthew Esh (All levels)

10.30am - 12.00pm Workshops Session 2

9.00AM START: TURING
9.10am Turing - Welcome
Intro - Silversmiths & Jewellers Charity - Barrie Dobson 

1.15pm - 2.15pm Turing
Main Presentation by Kerry Gregory
Let's play Polariscope

1.00pm - 1.15pm - JVA Edu Presentation 

9.15pm - 10.15pm Turing
Main Presentation by Colin McGuinness
Development of diamond screening instrumentation at 
De Beers Science & Technology



JVA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

DAY 2
Saturday, 12 September CONTINUED

7:30pm Charity Dinner & Dance,  in aid of the Silversmiths & Jewellers Charity

Workshop 1: Valuing Coloured Gemstones with Kitty Kimber (All levels) 
Workshop 2: Painting gems - thinking about facets with Stasia Parker (All Levels)
Workshop 3: Antique and Vintage Jewellery - What Period? Precious gems? Price? - A Practical
Handling Workshop with Sonia Butler & Patricia Law (All levels)
Workshop 4: Faberge & His Workmasters with Lola Rafieva (All levels)
Workshop 5: Diamond Grading & Valuing with Charlotte Rose (All levels)
Workshop 6: Experience Sherlock Holmes & Dr Watson Technology in Action with Graham Dicks (All
levels)

Sunday, 13 September from 9.30am

9.30am - 11:00am Workshops Session 4

DAY 3

BURLEIGH COURT

4.45pm - 5.45pm Turing 
Main Presentation by Adrian Hailwood
The Watch Market 2026 - Just Ticking Along, Or Hiding A Crisis?

https://thesilversmithsandjewellerscharity.co.uk/


JVA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

DAY 3
Sunday, 14 September from 9.30am CONTINUED

3.30pm - 5.00pm Workshops Session 5
Workshop 1: Appraising synthetic and artificial materials with Pat Daly (All levels)
Workshop 2: Perfect Fit? 3D Scanning, Replications, Alterations and Possibilities with Darren
Sherwood (All levels)
Workshop 3: Market Research and Pricing Considerations Beyond the 4-Cs with Stuart Robertson
(Intermediate)
Workshop 4: Authentication in the balance - what you can learn from the heart of the watch. with
Adrian Hailwood (All levels)
Workshop 5: Fancy colour diamonds with Charles Bexfield (Intermediate)

11.45am - 12.45pm Turing
Main Presentation by Dr. Çiğdem Lüle
When Values Influence Value: "Ethical Jewelry” and Appraisal
Practice

2.00pm - 3.00pm Turing
Main Presentation by George Spyromilios
6000 years of Hellenic Jewellery – The legacy of Ilias Lalaounis

12.45PM - 1.00PM - LUNCH

BURLEIGH COURT - 6.00pm Buffet Dinner

5.00pm - 5.15pm Turing 
Conference Closing Remarks

11.30am Turing
Intro - Gem-A - Cath Hill



JVA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

DAY 4
Monday, 14 September  

- EXCLUSIVE for Conference Attendees only

10.00am - 4.00pm 
 

COMMON GEM TREATMENTS
By Dr. Çiğdem Lüle, PhD, FGA, GIA GG, DGA

We are delighted to welcome Çiğdem Lüle back to the JVA Annual Conference with an updated and
enhanced version of her highly acclaimed seminar.

Designed specifically for qualified gemmologists, this hands-on workshop explores the latest
challenges in identifying modern gemstone treatments and understanding their impact on value.
Focusing on ruby, sapphire and emerald, together with a selection of other commonly encountered
gem materials, the session combines detailed presentations with extensive practical experience.

Delegates will have the opportunity to examine and identify hundreds of carefully selected gemstone
samples, making this an invaluable update for anyone wishing to enhance their practical
gemmological skills and remain current with today's treatment identification techniques.

The following points are covered;
1 -  Formation and structure of each gem material to understand and explain how they are treated. 
2 - Primary features of natural and treated gems in each category.
3 - Why and how treatments are applied to different species.
4 - Types of treatments and keys to detection by explanation of practical microscopy and immersion
techniques.
5 - Nomenclature issues, challenges, and links to treatments.

Limited to 14 places

Please see booking form for  special delegate price for this course - lunch and
refreshments included.



JVA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU TO HOLYWELL PARK!

Keeping the conference running seamlessly from start to finish is our
wonderful Master of Ceremonies, Julia Griffith FGA DGA EG, Head of
Education at SSEF. With her professionalism, warmth and infectious
enthusiasm, Julia will guide us through the weekend, ensuring
everything stays on track while creating a welcoming and engaging
atmosphere for delegates and speakers alike. We're absolutely
delighted to have her back with us once again.

We're delighted to welcome Derek Dunlop back to the JVA Annual
Conference once again. Throughout the weekend, Derek will be
capturing the highlights of the event, so be sure to keep an eye out
for him around the venue!

As an added benefit, every delegate is invited to have a
complimentary professional headshot taken by Derek. Included as
part of your conference fee, it's the perfect opportunity to refresh
your JVA profile with a high-quality professional photograph for your
website, LinkedIn and other professional profiles.

In addition to sharing his expertise through two outstanding
workshops, we're thrilled to welcome the magnificent Dimitri Zlatev of
Gemmology Obsession, who will also be covering our social media
throughout this year's JVA Annual Conference.

A true Instagram sensation, Dimitri is renowned for his vibrant content,
exceptional gemmological knowledge and infectious enthusiasm for
all things gem-related. Throughout the weekend, he'll be capturing
the energy of the conference as it unfolds, bringing you behind-the-
scenes moments, speaker highlights, workshop snippets, exhibitor
features and plenty more. Be sure to follow our social media channels
so you don't miss a thing!



WORKSHOP BOOKING
There are over 25 workshops to choose from. Some will take place only once, some are repeated, there is
no need to book for the main presentations. You will only be able to select one workshop from each time
session. More details about each workshop and any accompanying documents can be found in the app.
You will be invited to join the JVA Conference App on confirmation of booking for the conference.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU TO HOLYWELL PARK!

ACCOMMODATION
Delegates can take advantage of preferential rates at our recommended hotels. Simply quote
booking code: JVA2026 when making your reservation.
Burleigh Court
Executive Double (Single Occupancy, B&B) – £130 per night
Executive Double/Twin (Double Occupancy, B&B) – £146 per night
Book online: www.burleigh-court.co.uk
Telephone: 01509 633033

Link Hotel - 
Classic Double (Single Occupancy, B&B) – £90 per night
Classic Double/Twin (Double Occupancy, B&B) – £102 per night
Book online: www.linkhotelloughborough.co.uk

Radisson Blu Hotel, East Midlands Airport (8-10 minutes drive) - 
Transport will be arranged for the Gala dinner evening so you can enjoy yourself!
Classic Double (Single Occupancy, B&B) – £119 per night
Reservations.eastmidlandsairport@radissonblu.com
01509 670575 - To access the rates, please quote “Jewellery Valuers Association” 

FREE CAR PARKING
There is FREE car parking on site at Burleigh Court and Holyweel Park - just enter your
registration number on arrival.

FEES

http://www.burleigh-court.co.uk/
http://www.linkhotelloughborough.co.uk/
mailto:Reservations.eastmidlandsairport@radissonblu.com
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